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Recent Achievements 

  

  

 ContÕd on p. 2   

JSL has recently created three new multi-media seminars: 
¥ “The Meltown, Madoff, Mumbai and More:  

A Jewish View of the News” 
¥ “2 + 5: How to Teach Spirituality” 
¥ “Judaism, Chr ist ianity and Is lam” 

Thanks to feedback from multiple audiences, these seminars, which 
include slides and video, have been refined and significantly 
enhance our menu of off-the-shelf curricula for teachers.   

New Book  
The highly anticipated new 

book, The Art of Kavana  is due in 
the stores after Passover.  

This first sequel to The Art of 
Amazement aims to share an “Art 
of Amazement” Judaism with 
Jewish teachers and parents from 
a more traditional background. 

The book, which reads like a 
handbook with exercises, includes 
a suggested sixteen-week study 
schedule.  

Jewish Spir itual L iteracy is  
collaborating with schools and 
synagogues around the country to 
adopt the book for a summer 

 

    reading program. 
 

 

     WhatÕs the secret to an amazing Seder? 
      If you are running the seder, try giving each participant a 
different Haggada, with commentaries (and pictur es) that will spark 
their interest and inspire them to share. If you are attending, find 
yourself a new Haggada that you can bring to the table. For 
recommendations, send me an email. Please let me know how it 
went and if you discovered any wisdom this yea r. 
     Wishing you a very happy Passover . 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The popular and successful 
JSL book-distribution program 
continues at full speed. Recently 
we shipped a Passover care-
package box of The Art  o f  
Amazement  to  Jewish soldiers 
serving in Baghdad.  

We also sent samples to 
dozens of Jewish chaplains 
stationed around the country and 
several have requested boxes of 

Last  year, based on our 
work at the CAJE conference, we 
c r ea t e d  a n  exp e r ime n ta l  
teacher’s training and support 
website, jewishspirituality.net  
(thanks to a generous grant from 
Targum Shlishi).  

The goal of the site was to 
give teachers of Jewish content 
(like Hebrew school teachers) 
high-quality lesson plans, hand-
outs and other support that they 
could trust. 

Thanks to our work at CAJE 
and elsewhere, the si te was 
highly successful in attracting 
both contributors and users.  

We are now designing the 
“ 2 .0 ”  ve r s i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  
renamed J-I.D.E.A. The name 
refers to five qualities that JSL 
programs have become known 
for and that will distinguish the 
site’s content:  

Jewish – universal content 
t ha t  appea l s  t o  a l l  J ew i sh  
backgrounds;  

Inductive – builds on the 
students’ prior knowledge;  

J - I.D.E.A.: An Idea Whose Time Has Come 
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Where is the largest Jewish 
c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?  
According to some estimates, it is 
soon to be the Land of Israel, 
which will be home to a majority 
of the world’s Jews by 2010. 

With the Hebrew translation 

Atah MÕdaber Ivrit? (Do you speak Hebrew?)  
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Dialectical  – encourages 
open discussion and debate to 
discover wisdom;  

Experiential  – utilizes simple 
classroom manipulatives for all 
ages;  

Awe – draws on students’ 
innate sense of wonder.  

J-IDEA thereby appeals 
simultaneously to head, hand 
and heart. While similar strat-
egies have become de rigueur at 
most teacher colleges, they have 
not yet reached many Jewish 
schools. 

N o w  t h a t  t h e  C A J E  
organization has c losed, the 
d e m a n d  f o r  t h i s  s i t e  h a s  
increased significantly. 

Thanks to positive exposure 
of the prototype site and of our 
Joo-Toob video project, we have 
received competitive offers from 
two web-2.0 Jewish organiz-
ations to build the new site. 

For more details about this 
exciting project, including budget 
and dedication opportunities, 
please write jidea@jsli.org. 
 

books for their men and women 
in uniform.  

In addition, we continue to 
make the book avai lab le to  
college outreach programs at or 
below cost. 

The program costs about 
$10 per book. To earmark a 
contribution for this project, 
please indicate such on your 
check or paypal donation. 
 
 
of The Art of Amazement  due out 
by  Ro sh  Ha sha na ,  we  a re  
bu i ld ing  par tne r sh ip s  w i t h  
organizations in Israel and Asia 
(where thousands of young  
Israelis travel) to distribute the 
books for free at holiday times. 

JSLÕs mission is to foster a 
paradigm -shift in Jewish education, 
towards an experiential pedagogy 
that transforms students with its 
spiritual clarity and direction.  

In order to achieve this goal, 
we are creating and marketing 
classes and materials for both 
formal and informal learning, and 
innovative teaching methods for 
J e w i s h  e d u c a t o r s  o f  a l l  
backgrounds.  

Both our "direct to consumer" 
and teacher training programs ar e 
inspiring students to seek further 
learning opportunities, to forge a 
warm, lasting connection to the 
Jewish community and Israel, and 
to lead ethical, fulfilling lives that 
contribute to Tikkum Olam.  

About Jewish Spiritual Literacy 


